To the Muse

Parent of eloquence, of virtue nurse,
Farewell, thou soft inspirer of my verse !
Thy lute and laurel I must leave;
But pleas'd thy vot'ty's homage to receive,
O Sweetest of the heavenly throng,
As Suada or as Pitho hear my song:
ne'er be my hand, or tongue, or gown,
Sordid, ineloquent, or useless, known !60

The Commentaries of Asiatic Poetry, published by Jones in 1774,
had an immediate and wide European appeal, and made his readers and
critics realise that Asiatic poetry was not, after all, 'barbarous' poetry
and that quite a few of its representatives stood comparison with the
classical poets. It further impressed on them the firm belief of Jones
that contemporary English poetry was weighed down and its growth
retarded by an overbearing classical tradition. He thought that it was
sterile, an'd needed the revitalisingtouch of the language and imagination
of Asiatic poetry, and pleaded for a new creative and beneficial coalition
of the English and Asiatic poetic streams. This noble purpose apart, the
work provided an opportunity to the European readers to gain fruitful
insights into the work of Asiatic poets, whose beauty and power Jones
had essayed to unfold, and also to think in terms of juxtaposing Asiatic
and European poets-for example, Hafiz and Petrarch, Firdausi and
Homer.

It was, however, pointed out by critics that the Commentaries
lacked a consistent philosophy of poetics and that even the information
was sketchy and incomplete. The style of the book itself provoked
some of the critics. While conceding the points in these criticisms,
one has to admit that Jones did accomplish the great and pioneering
task of securing for Asiatic poetry a European audience; it was due to
him, for example, that some of the poems of Hafiz found their way so
promptly into English poetic anthologies.

Thus, in all three works, Commentaries on Asiatic Poetry, Treatise
on oriental Poetry and Dissertation on Oriental Literature, Jones kept
the same objective steadily before himself and achieved it in no small
measure.
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